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BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: I know that I could talk about the Anzac Day 
Amendment Bill 2015 tomorrow. The speech made by Hon Ken Travers was really good. I was enjoying what 
he was saying. I did not know about his mum and the mustard gas; that is incredible. 
I was going to talk about this matter anyway tonight. Advertised on page 5 of today’s The West Australian is an 
exhibit that I have been very much involved with, Battle for Australia, which is about the battle for our own 
country and our own soil. This exhibit will be held in Rockingham from 19 to 24 March. I have spent quite 
a deal of my own money and my own time over the last two years because I believe that the many Australians 
who died during World War II to protect our country against the invasion of the Japanese have not been 
recognised, and nor has the story been told properly. We lost over 1 200 Australians on our own soil and we lost 
1 750 Australians in our own Australian waters. In 2008, under a Rudd government, disappointingly, the 
Governor-General proclaimed at the time that we would remember them on the Battle for Australia Day, which 
would be the first Wednesday of every September every year. In our state, no service has been warranted to 
remember all those people who died. 

The reason we have this life and the reason the members are in this chamber is because of the people who lost 
their lives to give us this beautiful life that we have today. I think it is worth remembering. I have spent my own 
money, I have commissioned these films and I have paid for the ad in today’s paper because I believe that a part 
of our history has been forgotten and it is about time we remembered it. Yes, I respect Gallipoli, the 
Vietnam War, Korea, and the battles and conflicts that we have today, but I think it is also time that we 
remember the battle for our country for once and the many people who died protecting it. We were not prepared 
for that war. We definitely were not prepared in 1942 when the Japanese bombed Darwin. Actually, they 
bombed our country 97 times from Geraldton all the way around the north coast back down to Sydney. They 
even made the invasion currency that we would be using today had they invaded, as well as the Japanese maps 
that I have in my possession. By the way, the currency was not dollars back then; it was shillings. It was 
pre-1966, for those who remember. I have that Japanese currency today. That story needs to be told. 

I would like to thank the members on both sides, including from the Australian Labor Party, who are supporting 
this event and who have bought tickets for the gala dinner and are coming down to Rockingham, as well as my 
own team in the upper house, a good majority of whom are coming down as well. Hon Peter Collier, my leader, 
one of the best education ministers I believe this state has ever had, has written to all the schools in my 
electorate—I am sorry, Ken—inviting them to come down. The majority of them are coming down that week. 
I have that many students, I do not know how I will deal with them. I might not be in the chamber that much 
next week because I will be on urgent parliamentary business, educating the students about what happened in 
their own country. I am very proud to be given that opportunity to educate them about what happened in their 
own country for once.  

I am asking you, Mr President, and everyone in this chamber, if you have any spare time, to bring your family 
and friends down and have a look at what I have done, and the amount of money that has been contributed. 
I have had a lot of support from Defence Housing Australia, Cedar Woods Properties Limited, the 
City of Rockingham, the City of Kwinana, the City of Cockburn and the City of Fremantle. I probably cannot 
remember the names of all the sponsors, but there has been a fair few of them to help put on this free event. I ask 
members to come down and have a look at the films. 

We have two surviving veterans. One, Peter Hackett, survived the Darwin bombings and was brought down to 
Rockingham, where he met his wife at 16 years of age. She was the daughter of the Rockingham butcher. He has 
not left Rockingham since then, and he is still living there today. He is one of our original gunners. 
Ronnie Roach, a veteran of the Australian Women’s Army service, is the only woman left. Women do not get 
the respect that they received in the Second World War. They were not just ironing and nursing; they were out 
there doing the jobs of men. They were firing the guns and they were on patrol. They were doing the same job as 
men were doing to defend our country. Ronnie Roach is the only one who is alive, and I have been so lucky that 
I have been able to film both these people before they pass away. She is going to make the effort, at 94 years old, 
to come down and see what I have done. I am pleading with members to come down and see what I am doing for 
this. If it is good enough for Ronnie to come down at age 94, I am sure that most members can come down as 
well. 

I have been passionate about a lot of things in this house over the years, but this is definitely one project for 
which I am pleading with members to come down and see what I have done. It is not for me and it is not about 
the Liberal Party or the parliamentary circus; it is about trying to establish what makes us Australian, and this 
really does. If members were to come and see and learn what this is all about, they might just take something 
away, and find this very fulfilling about being Australian. 
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House adjourned at 9.52 pm 
__________ 
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